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“Am | in the Place of G-d?”
' By Rabbi Howard Cove
‘ rabbicove @kolemet.org

One of the most painful emotional outbursts in our
Torah is expressed by the matriarch, Rachel. She has
seen her sister Leah, the rival for the love of their
husband Jacob, give birth to four sons in rapid
succession, while she herself remained childless. Out of
envy and rage, Rachel cries out to Jacob “Give me
children or | will die!” Jacob responds in sadness, tinged
with a little anger “Am | in the place of G-d who has
denied you a child?”

This is an important question that each of us might ask
ourselves from time to time because we succumb to the
temptation to play G-d. So often we sit in judgment on
other human beings about whom we have only the
most superficial knowledge, and about whose
circumstances we often know nothing at all. Our Rabbis
warned us not to judge another person until we find
ourselves in that person’s situation, until we can
understand his fears and frustrations, his hopes and his
hungers. Before we rush to judgment, a good question
to slow us down would be “Am | in the place of G-d?”

Jacob’s question is also good for our sanity. When we
recognize our limitations, we stop demanding
perfection of ourselves. We are not 100% parents, we
are not 100% mates, and we are not 100% children. We
should stop tormenting ourselves for falling short of
perfection in one or all of our different roles in which
we are involved. Often we have to make difficult
choices between our spouses and our parents, our
parents and our children, and we cannot possibly satisfy
them all.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson said that there is a crack in
everything G-d has made. Perfection is beyond human
reach. Jacob captured this truth in his question, “Am | in
the place of G-d?”

From Carrie

By Carrie Shames Walinsky
Kol Emet Educational Director

cwalinsky@kolemet.org

By the time you read this article, the Jewish holidays,
which usurped the month of October, will be long gone.
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Yet the memories we create around each holiday will
hopefully be imprinted in our children’s souls.

| often admire how brilliant our ancient Rabbis were
when it came to using creative and meaningful
experiential learning moments. Experiential learning
has been a priority in our religious school for the past 2
years. Our staff has studied correct implementation and
has created many successful programs based on
learning through hands on experiences.

Think about our Jewish holidays — they encompass our
senses with smells, sights, sounds, and rituals. These are
all ways that we experience our holidays and our
learning: from hearing the Shofar, eating apples &
honey, throwing breadcrumbs in the river, building a
Sukkah, shaking a Lulav, smelling an Etrog, and dancing
with a Torah. Our multiple intelligences (Howard
Gartner) are all being stimulated as our memory banks
are loaded with positive and meaningful Jewish
moments.

Our staff intends to continue this momentum by using
experiential learning every week in the classroom. It is
our goal to be sure that every precious moment is a
meaningful and positive moment at school. Here are
just a few examples of how our staff uses experiential
learning in our classrooms:

- In the Kadima class, art is used to create
Shabbat boxes, which are used at home.

- Mechina loves to bake Hamantaschen every
year.

- Aleph classes create posters of personal Jewish
heroes and learn Hebrew letters through body
movements and games.

- In Bet, students act out the Torah stories with
props.

- Gimelis busy learning Hebrew language
through tasting foods as they learn how to
pronounce each one in Hebrew.

- Daled is often found in the sanctuary opening
the Torah and rehearsing B’'nai Mitzvah rituals.

- Hey class reenacts Jewish life cycle events as
well as hosting guest speakers and going on
field trips.

It is our goal not to exclusively rely on our books, but
instead to make every class a positive, experiential step
forward.

It is for this reason (and many more) that consistent
attendance in religious school is so important. As | often
tell you, please don’t wait to talk to me if something
doesn’t feel right in religious school. This works the other
way as well. Your children need to attend regularly
because reviewing books cannot replace the actual
experience.

As a child goes through our school they are creating their
own personal community. A community of friends that
they share experiences with and a community of children
whose parents have the same values when it comes to
educating their children, and their moral and ethical
values. | often say that religious school is 90% social. We
want your children to enjoy coming here, whether it is to
see their friends, eat a “Rosh Chodesh” cookie, listen to
stories, or appreciate their Jewish community.

In conclusion, | am confident that our staff is committed to
providing meaningful moments every week for your
children. This will be an amazing school year!

President’s Message

After my Rosh Hashanah address to the congregation | was
told that many could not hear me well and | know that
some members of our community were not present. The
words | spoke that day were very important to me and
speak to what my goals are for Kol Emet in the years
ahead. For those reasons, | would like to print my Rosh
Hashanah message to the community. | know for you it is
now November, but | am sending this to press (so to speak)
on the day after Yom Kippur when the messages of the
holidays are still in my heart and mind.

On behalf of the board of directors | want to wish each of
you a sweet and blessed 5772. L'Shanah Tovah Tikatevu
literally means “may you be inscribed in the book of life for
a good year”.

We say this all the time, but what does it really mean? Do
we believe in a big book where G-d writes our names and
seals our fate for the coming year?

| don’t. To me, personally, it's about how I live my life and
the choices | make. Will | allow the challenges,
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disappointments, and difficult events to tear me down
or will | be able to learn and grow from these
experiences? Being inscribed for another year in the
“book of life” is not about remaining alive but about
BEING alive. And being alive is about the quality,
meaning, and purpose of life.

| have always been in awe of people that can take a
terrible hardship and do something good with it. We
have many families in our community that have done
just that. | have good friends in this community that are
dealing with health and personal challenges every day,
but they continue to give back to the community here
and outside these walls. Living your life with
thankfulness, vision, meaning, and purpose while
dealing with the challenges of life is what being
inscribed in the book of life means to me.

So what lesson does Rosh Hashanah have for Kol Emet?
We have had our challenges over the years. All religious
institutions are struggling with attracting, retaining, and
engaging their members, but these hurdles can create
opportunities for growth. We can learn from our
challenges and use them to grow and evolve as a
Kehillah Kedosha (a sacred community). | have thought
a great deal about Kol Emet in the last few years. What
| learned is that | am passionate about Judaism and | am
passionate about Kol Emet. We are still here and we are
doing OK, but | want us to be great!!

Over the last several months, | have read many articles
on how 21st century synagogues are meeting the
changing needs of their congregants. The prevailing
opinion is that changes need to be made. Our
community is the spiritual home to several generations,
all of whom are in different stages of their lives, and
connect with the world and Judaism in different ways.

The world is constantly changing, and as
Reconstructionists, it is our philosophy to change with
it. We must constantly evaluate ourselves so we keep
up with the changing needs of those in our community.
What people in their 60’s and 70’s and baby boomers
are looking for is different from what people in their
30’s and 40’s are looking for, and who knows what our
children will want when they grow up to be adult
members of the Jewish community.

The members of Kol Emet did not build this home for just
themselves, it was built in the hope that future generations
would be part of this community, which we felt, was so
special.

We must now begin the process of self-evaluation. Are we
meeting your spiritual, intellectual, and communal needs?
How can we do better? We will only be successful if our
change reflects what you want. The direction of Kol Emet
will be guided by you, our Kehillah Kedosha.

Do | have all the answers? No, but | do have many
guestions. That is what being Jewish is all about. The Long
Range Planning committee will be developing a process
that will engage you in guiding the future of Kol Emet. We
will be asking you many questions, and to be successful we
will need your input! We want to hear your ideas, goals,
dreams, and desires for our community. You will be
hearing more about this process in the months to come,
and | look forward to discussing and planning with you.
Please email me at president@kolemet.org with your input
and let me know if you would like to help the Long Range
Planning committee with this process.

So what will it take for Kol Emet to be inscribed in the book
of life for the coming year? How can we engage you and
excite you about Judaism and about Kol Emet? Will Kol
Emet simply survive or will it thrive?

Announcements

Check it out 3"-8" Graders! Fun Times Ahead for the Kol
Emet Youth Groups

It’s that crazy time of the year when we’re back in the
swing of things...school, sports, extra-curricular activities,
etc. While life may be busy, we invite you to make Kol
Emet and youth programming a priority in the coming
school year.

Both Kol Emet Youth Groups (Junior — 3-5" graders and
Senior- 6™-8™ graders) provide opportunities to make new
friends, participate in mitzvah projects and most of all,
have a lot of fun! This year we are very excited to
welcome 3" graders to the Jr. Youth Group and we are also
thrilled to announce some new activities that are in the
works such as rock climbing, an indoor water park, and
more. In addition, we’ll have our traditional favorites
including “Movie and A Mitzvah,” “Games and Trivia” and
visits to Manor Care Nursing Home.
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The success of our Youth Groups is dependent on you!
Please encourage your children to come out to our
events and also consider volunteering at an event (or
two). Of course, we also welcome any suggestions you
or your children may have.

The Youth Programming Committee

Maggie Anton discusses Rashi's Daughters
Maggie Anton was born Margaret Antonofsky in Los
Angeles, California. Raised in a secular, socialist
household, she reached adulthood with little knowledge
of her Jewish religion. All that changed when David
Parkhurst, who was to become her husband, entered
her life, and they both discovered Judaism as adults.
That was the start of a lifetime of Jewish education,
synagogue involvement, and ritual observance. Come
hear her tell her story of this book.

Nov 6 (Sun) @ 10:30a at the Shady Brook Clubhouse

Free admission with RSVP to by Oct 27 to:

Art Finkle: afinkle221@gmail.com or 215-860-3991

The Voice of Kol Emet

Special Note

Our apologies to the Hampel family for missing their
assigned ark opening during Yom Kippur services. Thanks
so much for being willing to accept the honor on such
short notice.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Cove, Robert Moses and the Ritual Committee
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‘Upcoming Dates

Spiritual Calendar

Thursday morning Minyan Services will be at 6:15a
Friday night Shabbat Services will be at 8:00p
Saturday morning Shabbat Services will be at 9:30a

November 4, Friday November 11, Friday November 12, Saturday
5:30p Simcha Hour 5:30p Family Shabbat Service 9:30a Shabbat Service
6:15 Shabbat Service 8:00p Shabbat Service 4:00p Havdalah Service

Kol Fmet Business Directory
Advertisements from members (f the Kol Emet commum’ty

Are you an underemployed or unemployed

Jewish resident

Senior Care Planning Services, a Geriatric Care
Management service, operated by Bill Blacker

Provides assistance including a comprehensive

assessment and care plan for senior adults and their Of ;the Gre?ter . "
families who are seeking help with long term care

planning. The Service can be reached at: Ph,'ade’ph,a reg,on ¢

215-901-6244/215-321-3312
Call helpinghands!
e Career assessment and counseling

Email: wblacker@seniorcareplanningservices.net e Resume/cover letter writing

¢ Job placement assistance

Bill Blacker e Education/training opportunities
o Financial/debt management
Allegra Print & Imaging
1EVS
Scott Sherer | Director of Marketing Services HOMAN SERVICES )
Tel 609.771.4000 x107 | fax 609.771.8771 Career Strategies
2850 US Highway 1 | Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 Call about eligibility requirements! 215.854.1834
scott@allegranj.net | www.allegranj.net www.jevshumanservices.org
JEVS Human Services partners with the

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | WEB | SIGNS | MAIL Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia

Allegra Print & Imaging

Attention Kol Emet Business Owners

Advertise in this Newsletter

In the spirit of building community, The Voice includes text advertisements from Kol Emet congregants who have
businesses offering products and services. Text ads only, no business cards or graphics. In addition to your text, we will
list your name (if not included in your copy) so the reader knows which Kol Emet congregant is involved in the business.

Your listing will include:

Name of Company

Address (if business has a storefront location)
Contact (Phone, Email, and/or Web Address)
50 word description

Cost is $10/issue.

Send information to the Kol Emet Office (office@kolemet.org) by the 1* of the month for a listing in the next issue.
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NOVEMBER BNAI MITZVOT

Danielle Lean November 12,2011 AM
Daughter of Gary and Pam Chayei Sara
Justin Friedman November 12, 2011 PM
Son of Mitch and Sherry Chayei Sara

Justin's Bar Mitzvah Project is very near and dear to him. He collected gently
used baseball equipment that was donated through his cousin's Foundation
Christine's Hope For Kids. Christine Gianacaci was 22 years old when she lost
her life almost two years ago in the Haiti Earthquake. She was there on a
mission with her college to help kids less fortunate. Christine's Hope is all
about helping kids in need and putting a smile on the faces of those less
fortunate. Justin collected over 40 gloves, 46 Bats, 6 Complete catcher sets,
20 helmets, 8 Bag Bags, 40 cleats. The best part was going to the Little
League they were donated to - South Trenton Little League - and seeing the
smiles on all of the kids and how appreciative they were. For more
information on the Foundation go to www.christineshope.org

Samuel Davis November 19, 2011 PM
Son of Matt and Randi Chayei Sara
Sam doesn't have one project as his Bar Mitzvah Project. Rather than
“complete” a Bar Mitzvah Project, Sam has made Mitzvahs an integral part of
his life, where “completion” may wonderfully never occur; where
Volunteerism is an ongoing duty.

He has helped run the softball throw for Special Olympics of New Jersey. He
has also participated in the Autism Walk of Philadelphia and helped to run a
Yard Sale every year for Autism that over 4 years has raised close to $3000.
He also served food at the Trenton Soup Kitchen on more than one occasion
and helped at JRA several times.

The Voice of Kol Emet
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DONATION LIST

In Memory of Fund Donor
Father of Rob Rubenstein Preschool Eric and Elyce Rosen
Meyer Soll Rabbi’s Discretionary Elinor Cohen

Valerie Birnbaum
Glenn Rosenberg
Leonard Sutker

Fred Kernis

Rabbi Robert A. Raab

Caring Committee
Building

Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary

David Birnbaum

Adina Rosenberg

Burton and Roberta Sutker
Burton and Roberta Sutker
Joel Raab

In Honor of: Fund Donor

Bat Mitzvah of Cady Cohen Building Melody and Stan Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Cassandra Paterson Building Melody and Stan Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Cassandra Paterson Building Stephen and Sheila Young
Thanks for the Tzedakah Box in memory of Peter Building Melody and Stan Katz

50" Anniversary of Phyllis & Jim Rubin Preschool Eric and Elyce Rosen
Engagement of Stuart Kaplan & Sarah Rado Rabbi’s Discretionary Thelma and Donald Spivack
Danielle Hirsch Participating in HH Services Building Melody and Stan Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Allie Weiner Building Melody and Stan Katz

Speedy Recover To:

Danielle Hirsch

Condolences To:

The Voice of Kol Emet
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Donor Name

KOL EMET DONATION COUPON

Address

City, State, Zip

Recipient

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is my gift of:
%18
_ $36
__ $50 (for Prayerbook)
___ $72 (for Oneg)
_ %180
__$360
___ Other — Please specify

This giftis in honor of:
___ This giftis in memory of:

Staying Informed at Kol Emet

There are many ways we try to keep you informed:

e The Voice: This Newsletter (http://www.kolemet.org/documents/mayvoice2011.pdf) and past issues

Please use my gift for:

Building Fund

Charles A. Fisher Memorial Sanctuary Fund
Library Fund

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

Mitzvah Fund

Bruce Levitt (Playground) Memorial Fund

___ Caring Committee

Social Action

Prayer Book Fund
Endowment Committee
Toby Frey Memorial Fund
Outdoor Sanctuary Fund
Oneg (specify date)
Other

Send to: Congregation Kol Emet #1360 Oxford Valley RoadeYardley, PA 19067

(http://www.kolemet.org/monthly.asp).

e http://www.kolemet.org/: Our place on the web. Includes the calendar (http://www.kolemet.org/calendar.asp).

e The Whisper: Weekly Email of upcoming events at Kol Emet and in the Jewish community.

(http://www.kolemet.org/weekly.asp)

e Religious school: Materials sent home with your children every week.

e Shouts: Emails sent to alert you to imminent events and meetings.

e Congregational Meetings: Meet at Kol Emet to both listen to and be heard by your Board.

Make sure all the adults in your family get The Weekly Whisper e-mail. If your family has more than one e-mail address,

please feel free to sign-up your multiple addresses. To get The Whisper, send an e-mail to office@kolemet.org.
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Mazel Tov to All of Kol Emet’s November

Wedding Anniversaries and Birthdays

Anniversaries

Day

Couple
David & Beth Katz

Edward Cutler & Rona Hoffman
Scott & Linda Shander
Bradley & Megan Sutker
Richard & Jill Weiss
Geoffrey & Cheryl Gilmore
John & Andrea Deodati
Eric & Lisa Picker

David & Susan Birnbaum
Steve & Audrey Kortick
Tom & Carolyn Mako
Jason & Tabitha Peters
Brad & Sherri Fink

Robert & Ingrid Rementer
Eric & Debra Broitman
Charles & Barbara Lavine
Norman & Carol Picker
Dave & Meryl Shoneman
Michael Sokoloff & Carol Marke
Roy & Adina Rosenberg
Marc & Mary Waldman
Lee & Betsy Barsky

Birthdays
Day Name
1 Ingrid Rementer
2 Robert Fink
2 Edgar House
2 Sima Seidman
3 Alexander Bloch
3  Amy Hampel
3 Danielle Lean
4 Jared Gaynor
4 Adele Goldberg
4 Ryan Zuckerman
5 Ronni Fuchs
5 Ethan Vegotsky
5 Julia Vreeswyk
6 Leonard Schwartz
7 Audrey Goldberg
7 Jill Holzberg
7 Lisa Waldman
7 Brendan Zuckerman
9 Cheryl Schram
10 Noah Chappell
10 Josh Goldinger
10 Sophia Sproul
10 Noah Stein
11 Samuel Epstein
11 Benjamin Harrison
11 Josh Malinoff
11 Debra Stein
11 Robert Turner
12 Casey Alexander
13 Samantha Brown
13 Lauryn Cove
13 Olivia Kortick
14 Matt Fishman
15 Edward Armbruster
15 Beth Biros
15 Mark Edelman
15 Elyce Rosen
15 Emily Rosenthal
15 Gail Vladimir
16 Warren Asplen
16 Spencer Berman
16 Brooke Cady
16 Andrew Harrison
16 Nathan Olhasso
17 Kyle McCormick

Day
18
19
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
23
23
24
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
28
29
29

Name

Marissa Weinstein
Shayna Friedman
Alla Nedelman
Ava Nusblatt

Eric Schwartz
Burton Sutker
Ellen Weiner
Bruce Biskin
Justin Horvitz
Nancy Santarsiero
Haley Morris
Michael Waintraub
Sharon Freibrun
Justin Friedman
Jeremy Goll

Lenn Yeger
Lauren D’Amelia
Jessica Mandel
Andrew Cooper
Jacci Turner
Hannah Weiss
Zachary Kubanoff
Leatrice Weiss-Miller
Maya Boguslavsky
Robin Jacobs
Julie Stein

Maggie Myers
Ethan Shiller
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CONGREGATION KOL EMET CONTACT INFORMATION

Rabbi

Executive Director
Educational Director
Office Administrator
President

Vice President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Past President
Religious Education
Adult Education
Early Education
Finance

Community Relations
House

Long Range Planning

Membership

Preschool PTO Co-President
Preschool PTO Co-President
Religious School PTO President

Ritual

Social Action

Men’s Club

Youth Programming
Rabbi Liaison
Hilltoppers
Sisterhood

Fundraising

Caring Committee Chair

General Contact Info

E-mail: office@kolemet.org

Phone: 215-493-8522
Fax: 215-493-3444

Rabbi Howard Cove (rabbicove @kolemet.orq)

Bob Frey (bfrey@kolemet.orq)

Carrie Walinsky (cwalinsky@kolemet.org)

Judi Pogachefsky (office @kolemet.orq)

Melody Katz (president@kolemet.org)

Andrew Finkle (aefinkle@gmail.com)

Chuck Weiner (charles@charlesweinerlaw.com)

Randi Davis (davis193@comcast.net)

Eric Schwartz (eschwartz@comcast.net)

Robert Moses (natanbenmoshe@verizon.net)

Jill Gordon (yardley4@comcast.net)

open

Dina Bortnichak (dina@bortnichak.com)

Tom Kearns (tpkearns8@gmail.com)

Brad Pedrow (bpedrow@gmail.com)

Rich Nedelman (rlnalla@yahoo.com)
Burt Sutker (bjsutker@aol.com)

Julie Asplen (jasplen@verizon.net)

Susan Steiner (susansteiner@hotmail.com)

Beth Zuckerman (bzuck5@gmail.com)

Meryl Shoneman (shonemanfamily@comcast.net)

Robert Moses (natanbenmoshe@verizon.net)

Marc Berger (berger537@verizon.net)

Howard Greenberg (hymizzy@aol.com)
Heidi Bush (heitobush@verizon.net)
Ellie Fisher (fishned333@aol.com)

Judy Kaufman (hjkman@comcast.net)

Hilary Levy (brgrwithcheese@verizon.net)

open

Roberta Sutker (resconnections09@gmail.com)

Congregation Kol Emet
1360 Oxford Valley Road

215-493-8522 ext. 101
215-493-8522 ext. 113
215-493-8522 ext. 103
215-493-8522 ext. 100
215-752-7705
215-968-7520
215-579-2832
267-392-5265
215-497-1057
215-321-9927
215-295-8838

215-295-1646
215-750-1019
609-775-7536
215-493-5587
609-730-0837
215-736-3692
215-321-7079
215-493-5290
215-321-2381
215-321-9927
215-321-7875
609-883-25254
215-493-4080
215-702-8025
215-579-5950
215-493-5734

609-730-0837

Find us online:
www.kolemet.org and on

Yardley, PA 19067

Facebook, LinkedIn, WetPaint
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