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Unity Without Uniformity

By Rabbi Howard Cove
rabbicove@kolemet.org

Most Jews, if asked, would assert that leadership in the
Torah is the almost exclusive prerogative of 2 primary
figures, G-d and Moses. Repeatedly G-d instructs
Moses, who in turn relays the standards to the entire
people. Ritual, ethical and social instruction all proceed
from G-d through Moses to the Jewish people.

That exclusive possession of power and influence shifts
during the second year following the exodus from Egypt,
after a year of revelation at the foot of Mt. Sinai, when
the Jewish peoples resume their wandering through the
wilderness. Sinai you share with others, not in hording all
the influence and decision-making.

G-d honors Moses’ request, instructing him to gather 70
of Israel’'s elders. G-d says, “I will draw upon the spirit
that is in you and put it upon them; they will share the
burden of the people with you.”

70 is a number representing completion. Through the
authorization of 70 sages, G-d establishes diversity as a
Jewish virtue. By providing the leadership (the prototype
of the Second Temple and Rabbinic Sanhedrin) with all
manner of opinions, G-d assures that every possible
view will be articulated and considered.

Diversity then is not a threat. The Torah presents diverse
viewpoints as a source of richness, stability and vitality
for Judaism. The ability to incorporate dissenting
viewpoints within the same religion is the great
innovation of Rabbinic Judaism. Every page of the
Talmud records rabbis arguing with each other. Their
commitment to Judaism and the community includes a
willingness to disagree with each other while still
respecting each other. It includes recognition that there
can be such a thing as “a dispute for the sake of heaven”
in which both viewpoints, although mutually exclusive,
reflect the words of the living G-d.

What's Inside
Rabbi Cove’'s MeSSage .......cvvveeviiiuiiiiieeaee e, 1
President’'s Message.........cccccveeviniiiieeeeeee e, 2
From Carri€ .....coooeeeieeie e 2
Kol Emet Community .....cccuvevveeevieiiiieeee e 3
Anniversaries and Birthday Announcements........ 4
DONALIONS ....eeiireeireeesieee e 5
Kol Emet Business Directory .........cccccceeeevevcvvnnnen. 7
Kol Emet Contact Information.............cccceevvvneeenes 8

At a time of the year when we as a congregation will
have new leaders and decision makers in place, from
the committee level to the executive board, we need to
have these lessons in mind. What will threaten the
vitality and strength of our community is not pluralism or
diversity of thought. What will threaten us is indifference
and uniformity, which has the potential to deprive us of
the insights and flexibility that is a virtue of a Jewish way
of life.

Each of us, from very new members to those with whom
Kol Emet has shared so much, can contribute to the
continuing health and development of Kol Emet. By
developing our own understandings of the congregation,
by engaging with fellow members, we can all cultivate
our individual resources for a richer communal life.

Moreover, in the process of expressing commitment to
Kol Emet through a celebration of diversity, we affirm the
traditional Jewish characteristic of unity without
uniformity — a goal established so long ago in the
wilderness of Sinai.
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President’'s Message

By Alan Kotzen
President of Congregation Kol Emet
president@kolemet.org

Scholar-in-Residence, Rabbi Larry Hoffman, led us
through several journeys during his weekend with us in
March. One of those journeys was a life-span
association with the Torah. He offered us guidance as
we grow as individuals and how that growth corresponds
with the Five Books of the Torah. He also led us on an
“anxious search for meaning” in our lives. The
spirituality we are encouraged to find in our lives will be
available to us throughout the month of May. | invite you
to join me on this journey.

On May 15", the Aleph class will celebrate
Consecration. They will experience Genesis in their
lives with opportunities to create, learn and grow
socially, emotionally and Jewishly. They will share their
knowledge of prayer and song. They will display the
beautiful arks they created to house the Torah they will
receive. Their interpretation of spirituality and holiness is
nothing short of inspiring.

Oon May 29" the 10" graders will complete
Confirmation. They will experience Exodus in their lives
with opportunities to exhibit their sense of freedom,
identity and depth of Jewishness. They will share their
knowledge of the world as they present their own special
cantata. Confirmation is a moving and awe-inspiring
conclusion to Jewish learning at Kol Emet and the
beginning of a new search for meaning in their young
lives.

On May 23", the Adult B’'nai Mitzvah class will celebrate
a long-awaited simcha. They will experience Leviticus
and Numbers in their lives with opportunities to fulfill
mitzvot and achieve a covenant with God. They will
create a picture from the dots that have punctuated their
lives — a picture unlike any you have seen or
experienced before. If you are looking for spirituality,
even vicariously, the Shabbat morning of May 23" is not
to be missed.

I have found each of these services to be powerful
reminders of what it means to be spiritual and Jewish. In
addition, Kol Emet continues to provide these
opportunities to me, to Aleph children, to high school
Confirmands and to adult Bar and Bat Mitzvahs. Let's
take this journey together as we continue the search for
meaning in our lives.

From Carrie

By Carrie Shames Walinsky
Kol Emet Educational Director
cwalinsky@kolemet.org

It will take a week or so to come down from the 25"
anniversary weekend celebration. Rabbi Lawrence
Hoffman is a man | want to emulate. | watched and
listened as he shared, celebrated and supported our
congregation. If | were to share with you what | gleaned
from this experience, it would be a deeper understanding
of where we need to direct our school in years to come.

Rabbi Hoffman spoke about the importance of taking
time to share personal stories with each other. Our
vision of tribes in the religious school will lessen our
class size so that children and teachers will be
connected for twice the educational time, hence creating
more intimate opportunities to share and bond.

Rabbi Hoffman shared his experiences with successful
synagogues in the United States. It is his belief that
Jewish people now share a quest for spirituality while
detaching themselves from ethnic Judaism. This quest
rings in my ears. As an educator, | think about what |
need to do in order to give your children the tools and
language to remain in our beautiful faith and culture. |
think about the importance of children making
connections between profound spiritual moments and
G-d’s power. Lawrence Hoffman shared the importance
of teaching children spirituality and G-d's language,
giving them the vocabulary to enable students to make
connections that will carry them through life and help
them in times of need.

The truth is, | am not too concerned about our future. We
have been doing this for a while now. | have always felt
that children are divinely spiritual. Sadly, as they mature,
some children forget this treasure within them. We hope
that as educators we can nourish and rekindle their
spiritual passion. We hope we can provide not only the
best educational standards but also the passion and
appreciation for miracles and spiritual connections.

It has been my mission for our children to feel like Kol
Emet is their second home, a spiritual home, a
comfortable home, a home that makes a connection of
inner peace and Jewish confidence for our children. So
what did Lawrence Hoffman teach me? He taught me
that we are on the right track, that we are doing things
well here, but there is always room to grow and improve.
My hope is that parents and families will support our
dedication by placing Jewish education on their priority
list. We do not want to be a bar/bat mitzvah factory. We
want to give families the tools to connect with G-d and
spirituality, as well as promote lifelong learning.
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Kol Emet Community

Sisterhood

Wow...Spring is finally here! The Sisterhood is looking
forward to the "end of year" dinner. Do not forget to join
us for a fun filled evening of fine dining, wine, raffles and
plenty of conversation at Florentino's on State Street in
Newtown on Wednesday, May 27th at 7pm. The cost will
be $36 per person.

Please RSVP to Susan Mogilefsky by May 7" 215-702-
1722 or smogil@comcast.net. Thank you Susan for all
your hard work on this wonderful evening.

If anyone is interested in becoming a part of the
Sisterhood board, or has any ideas for programming for
next year, please contact Lisa Waldman.

For more information please contact:
Lisa Waldman
215-504-4670
Lisalgt@aol.com

Attention Kol Emet Business Owners

Advertise in this Newsletter

In the spirit of building community, The Voice includes
text advertisements from Kol Emet congregants who
have businesses offering products and services. Text
ads only, no business cards or graphics. In addition to
your text, we will list your name (if not included in your
copy) so the reader knows which Kol Emet congregant is
involved in the business.

Your listing will include:

Name of Company

Address (if business has a store-front location)
Contact (Phone, Email, and/or Web Address)
50 word description

Cost is $10/issue.
Send information to the Kol Emet Office

(office@kolemet.org) by the 1% of the month for a listing
in the next issue.

Staying Informed at Kol Emet
There are many ways we try to keep you informed:

The Voice: This Newsletter and past issues.

WWW.KolEmet.org: Our place on the web.
Includes the calendar.

The Whisper: Weekly Email of upcoming events
at Kol Emet and in the Jewish community.

Religious school: Materials sent home with your
children every week.

Shouts: Emails sent to alert you to imminent
events and meetings.

Congregational Meetings: Meet at Kol Emet to
both listen to and be heard by your Board.

Make sure all the adults in your family get The Weekly
Whisper e-mail.

If your family has more than one e-mail address, please
feel free to sign-up your multiple addresses. To get The
Whisper, send an e-mail to office@kolemet.org.
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Mazel Tov to all of Kol Emet’s June
Wedding Anniversaries and Birthdays

June Wedding Anniversaries June Birthdays June Birthdays

Day Couple Day Name Day Name
1 Paul & Barbara Averill 13 years 1 Joshua Blaustein 13 Michael Brod
Andrew Harrison & Amy Malakoff 14 Dylan Meents
Betsy Adler-Harrison 12 years Cameron Pedrow Jenna Scull
2 Eric & Elyce Rosen 24 years 2 Daniel Orsen 15 Isabella Selekman
Hilary & Melinda Wons 24 years Zachary Sitko 16 Benjamin Masia
3 Russell & Jill Oster 12 years 3 Evan Marandola 17 Jacob Brody
4 Jay & llene Nusblatt 20 years Jonathan Pinkstone 19 Logan Oster
6 Gary Gilman & Deborah Zelitch 22 years 4 Jordan Harris Nathan Silverman
7 Robert & Nicole Gulack 11 years Joel Malissa 21 Jacob Goldberg
8 Richard & Lori Eisner 22 years 6 Hailey Riechelson 22 Dara Cohen
Kevin & Meredith Naskiewicz 12 years 6 Austin Sotoloff Joshua Schultz
9 Rick & Beth Biros 24 years Erik Waldman Ali Zinman
10 Alvin & Helene Shipon 28 years 7 Melissa Lichter 24 Jason Clibanoff
11 Phil & Laura Cooper 20 years 9 Hannah Gilmore Sam Cove
John & Nancy Pazdera 17 years 10 Phoebe Cramer 25 Adam Davis
Robert & Hara Wiseman 22 years Sarah Kopytko Meredith Keith
12 Howard & Holly Soffer 21 years Matthew Scull Brandi Steiner
14 Michael & Dana Robinson 24 years Leah Sodowick 26 Brooke Fischer
15 Alan & Ronda Kotzen 13 years Chad Stein Michael Gordon
Rob & Ellen Malissa 23 years Maya Young Jason Steiner
Bob & Kathy Rosenthal 29 years 11 Jennifer Goldman 27 Matthew Tucker
David Schoenfeld & Lauren Greenberg Michael Tucker
Michele Sternberg 13 years Jaclyn Stein 28 Nolan Brody
17 Richard & Keri Blaustein 14 years Stephen Wiseman 29 Brooke Duncan
James & Joann Sachs 36 years 12 Olivia Carfagno Cara Ostrow
18 Greg & Robin Frank 20 years Jennifer Fernandez 30 Steven Kopytko
Spencer & Stephanie Siegel 14 years Jared Schram
19 Howard & Marcy Goldhammer 21 years
20 Paul & Phyllis Browne 44 years
22 Byron & Lorraine Gaston 29 years
23 Bruce & Vida Fox 24 years
Steven & Janie Sotoloff 19 years
24 Russell & Marla Freid 19 years
Tom & Michele Fusillo 30 years
Mike & Ricki Lee 20 years
Darrin & Ami Saver 14 years
25 Michael & Mirria Kitei 31 years
Mitchell & Katherine Scull 20 years
26 Burton & Roberta Sutker 54 years
27 Mark & Dayna Henry 39 years
28 Ed Grubb & Marsha
Camson-Grubb 21 years
30 Dan & Erica Green 13 years
Bill & Shelly Tate 39 years
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DONATION LIST

In Memory of Fund Donor

Rae Edelstein Caring Committee The Cove Family

Louis Cove Caring Committee The Cove Family

Alfred Westle Rabbi’s Discretionary Jacki & David Folkman
Paula Cohen Rabbi’s Discretionary Roz & Harold Pogachefsky
Eve Bricklin Bruce Levitt Memorial Philip & Marilyn Lebovitz

Frieda Lebovitz
Evelyn Weiss
Hyman Noodell
Lois Heller

Jerome Goldstein

Alyse Kotzen

Leon Sandler

Alfred Pollock

Shirley Solganick

David Greenberg

Beloved father of Debby Maisel
Leonard Savitz

Sarah Pogachefsky

Morris Pogachefsky

Walter Goldwasser

Catherine Fusillo

Sylvia Newman

Norman Slott

Beloved grandmother of Andrea Ziff

Beloved grandmother of Andrea Ziff
Rabbi Moshe Goldman

Sylvia Newman

Sylvia Newman

Sylvia Newman

Rose, Leonard & Sylvia Kalson
Larry & Lois Heller

Mitch Rosenstein

Beloved grandmother of Heidi Bush
Beloved grandmother of Heidi Bush
Beloved grandmother of Heidi Bush

Beloved grandmother of Heidi Bush

Beloved grandmother of Heidi Bush
Beloved grandmother of Heidi Bush
Coleman Cutler

Martha & Murray Altman

Leonard Fomalont

Emily Rachel Sachs

Richard Charles Sachs

Bruce Levitt Memorial
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Prayer Book

Assoc. Rabbi’s Discretionary
Caring Committee

Rabbi’s Discretionary
Assoc. Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary

Bruce Levitt Memorial

Bruce Levitt Memorial
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi's Discretionary
Rabbi's Discretionary
Charles Fisher Memorial
Bruce Levitt Memorial
Rabbi's Discretionary
Charles Fisher Memorial
Bruce Levitt Memorial

Bruce Levitt Memorial
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Building

Building

Library

Assoc. Rabbi’s Discretionary
Prayer Book

Bruce Levitt Memorial
Bruce Levitt Memorial
Bruce Levitt Memorial
Bruce Levitt Memorial

Bruce Levitt Memorial

Building

Library

Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Outdoor Sanctuary

Rabbi’'s Discretionary
Assoc. Rabbi’s Discretionary

Philip & Marilyn Lebovitz

Maggie, Andy & Ellen Myers

Alizabeth Olhasso

Dana Robinson, Sue Mager, Sue

Kaplan, Lauren Young, Heather Finkle,

Robyn Trause, Carrie Walinsky

The Goldstein/Sovinee Family

The Kotzen Family

Dayna & Mark Henry

Ronda Hornstein

Annette B. Day

KE Preschool PTO

Eric & Elyce Rosen and Family

Paul & Enid Savitz

Roz & Harold Pogachefsky

Roz & Harold Pogachefsky

Michele & Tom Fusillo

Michele & Tom Fusillo

Fran & Fred Weiner

Ellie Fisher

Elyce Rosen, Robin Trause, Sue Mager
& Lauren Young

Kol Emet Preschool PTO

Jacki & David Folkman

The Mother/Daughter Book Group

The Gorelick Family

Robin & Hal Terr

Grant Kalson

Anne Cohen

Kol Emet Preschool PTO

Kol Emet Preschool PTO

Sue Mager & Elyce Rosen

Lauren Young, Robyn Trause, Maria

Goldinger

Susan Kaplan, Denise Kaplan, Dana

Robinson

The Gorelick Family

Robin & Hal Terr

Ed Cutler

Howard Altman

Sindey & Bud Dranoff

Mr. & Mrs. James Sachs

Mr. & Mrs. James Sachs

In Honor of Fund Donor
Staci Levick Rabbi’s Discretionary Paul & Phyllis Browne
Art Finkle Rabbi’s Discretionary Maggie, Andy & Ellen Myers

Alex Lean’s Bar Mitzvah
Torah reading by Michael Seltzer
Rabbi Cove

Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Rabbi’s Discretionary

Jacki & David Folkman
Jacki & David Folkman
Bob & Sue Ann Marburg
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DONATION LIST (continued)

Speedy Recovery To

Stella Davis Rabbi’s Discretionary Jacki & David Folkman
Kay Braun Rabbi's Discretionary Renee & Ron Fields
Omar Bruce Levitt Memorial Marissa & Denise Kaplan

Condolences To

Ken Greenberg on the passing of his beloved father, David

Amy Singer on the passing of her beloved grandmother, Sylvia Newman
Heidi Bush on the passing of her beloved grandmother

Linda Gaeman on the passing of her beloved father, Leonard Fomalont
Robyn Trause on the passing of her beloved brother, Mitch Rosenstein

Fm— — — m — m m e m D e e e e e e mmmmm—— - - -
: KOL EMET DONATION COUPON

: Donor Name

I Address

: City, State, Zip

I

: Recipient

! Address

: City, State, Zip

I

I

1 Enclosed is my gift of: Please use my gift for:

: $18 Building Fund

I $25 (for Prayerbook) Charles A. Fisher Memorial Sanctuary Fund
: - $36 ~ Library Fund

1 $180 Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

: ~ $360 ~ Mitzvah Fund

[ Other — Please specify Bruce Levitt (Playground) Memorial Fund

: o ~ Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

1 Oneg (specify date)

: ~ Outdoor Sanctuary Fund

I

: This gift is in honor of:

: ~ This gift is in memory of:

:_ _____ Send to: Congregation Kol Emet - 1360 Oxford Valley Road- Yardley, PA 19067 _ _ _ _ _
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Kol Emet Business Directory

Advertisements from members of the Kol Emet community

House ready for that bar/bat mitzvah or special
occasion?

Wish you could update or tweak but not ready for the
whole kit-and-kaboodle?

Smart dollar, high-impact changes bring great rewards.
From 1-Day Room ReDesign to Full Design; from retail
to custom.

We create the homes people crave.
Interiors by Donna Hoffman
dream...design...decorate
215-736-8693

*Ask about our Interior Design Parties!

Donna Hoffman

Mark Henry Fashions Wholesale Warehouse
Summit Center

640 West Street Road

Feasterville, PA 19053

215-357-1815

www.markhenryfashions.com

No One Will Believe What You Paid For Your Dress!

Incredible Selection of Mothers, Guests of the
Wedding and Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Prom and Plus Sizes.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC WEEKENDS ONLY:
Friday 4pm — 9pm, Sat 10am — 5pm, Sun 11am — 5pm

Delaware Valley Career Solutions, LLC
70 S. Main Street Suite B

Yardley, PA 19067

215-321-6550
www.DelawareValleyCareerSolutions.com

We can help you:

- Explore college majors

- Find a better career fit

- Conduct a successful job search

- Navigate mid career shifts

- Discover fulfilling volunteer and retirement options

Career Couseling and Coaching
Assessment of Skills. Interests, Preferences, Values, and
Motivations.

Barbara Gronsky, PhD, Bruce Biskin, PhD

Barbara Gronsky and Bruce Biskin

Special Occasion Custom Jewelry Designs
Robin Frank Originals

Repairs — Casual — Formal - Bridal
Yardley, PA 19067

215-321-9338

Robinf728@verizon.net

Robin Frank

Mark Henry

Tutoring and College Coaching

JoAnn Sachs, M.S. Ed — Educational Consultant
215-493-5709

Jasachseas@aol.com

Need to boost your SAT, ACT, SSAT scores?
Are you overwhelmed with the College Application
process?

Need help studying “smart” for exams?

| can help!

One on One tutoring .

Complete explanation of the college search process
College essay help

Experienced teacher *Satisfied clients*
Reasonable rates

Zephyr Gallery

Come to Zephyr for all of your Judaica needs! Wedding
season is herel Don't forget Mother's Day and
Graduation. Zephyr has the best selection of the most
unusual gifts for the bride and the groom, the graduate,
and of course, Mom!

Mention that you are a Kol Emet member and receive
10% off of your purchase.

243 North Sycamore Street

Newtown, PA 18940

215-579-3337

www.zephygallery.com

Jewelry — Art — Glass — Wine Accessories — Home
Décor

The Largest Selection of Judaica in Bucks County

JoAnn Sachs
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Rabbi
Associate Rabbi
Executive Director

Educational Director

Assistant Preschool Director

Office Administrator
President

Vice President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Past President
Early Education
Education

Adult Education
Communications
Finance

House

Long Range Planning
Membership
Pre-School PTO
Religious School PTO
Ritual

Social Action
Sisterhood

Men’s Club

Youth Programming

Hilltoppers

CONGREGATION KOL EMET
CONTACT INFORMATION

Rabbi Howard Cove (rabbicove @kolemet.orq)

Rabbi Susan Schein (rabbischein@kolemet.orq)

Bob Frey (bfrey@kolemet.orq)

Carrie Walinsky (cwalinsky@kolemet.org)

Susan Kaplan (skaplan@kolemet.orq)

Judi Pogachefsky (office@kolemet.org)

Alan Kotzen (president@kolemet.orq)

Dara Bortman (daramarkb@mail.com)

Robert Glatzer (rglatzer@infostweb.com)

Claudie Williams (claudiewilliams@verizon.net)

Hal Terr (hrterr@hotmail.com)

Lori Frank (nonirx@gmail.com)

Lisa O'Rourke (lisa.orourke@comcast.net)

Andrea Seidman (talzee@comcast.net)

Eric Gressen (ericgressen@comcast.net)

Brad Pedrow (bpedrow@qgmail.com)

Steve Gross (steve.gross@mercer.com)

David Shoneman (david.shoneman@thomson.net)

Robin Terr (rlterr@hotmail.com)

Maggie Myers (amejmyers@comcast.net)

Risha Neil (rishaneil@aol.com)

Meryl Shoneman (shonemanfamily@comcast.net)

David Folkman (djfracer@aol.com)

Wendy Jacobson-Simon (wellwatched@comcast.net)

Lisa Waldman (lisalgt@aol.com)

Neil Baumgarten (nbaumgarten@vseinc.com)

Lisa Shiller (elizshiller@yahoo.com)

Judy Kaufman (hjkman@comcast.net)

215-493-8522 ext.
215-493-8522 ext.
215-493-8522 ext.
215-493-8522 ext.
215-493-8522 ext.
215-493-8522 ext.

215-357-6994
215-493-0708
215-750-8036
215-321-5095

215-493-0301
215-579-1703
215-295-9212
215-736-8494
215-497-9075
215-321-7890
215-493-8884
215-321-2381
215-493-0301
215-295-7581
215-428-1884
215-321-2381
215-860-3678
215-321-1465
215-504-4670
215-321-3447
215-493-6822
215-579-5950

101
112
113
103
103
100

8 The Voice of Kol Emet



