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Read the lyrics to the following song: 
 
When I was just a little girl, I asked my mother, what will I be. 
Will I be pretty, will I be rich, here's what she said to me. 
 
Qué Sera, Sera, whatever will be, will be. 
The future's not ours, to see. 
Qué Sera, Sera. What will be, will be. 
 
When I was young, I fell in love, I asked my sweetheart what lies ahead. 
Will we have rainbows, day after day, here's what my sweetheart said. 
 
Qué Sera, Sera, whatever will be, will be. 
The future's not ours, to see. 
Qué Sera, Sera. What will be, will be. 
 
Now I have children of my own, they ask their mother, what will I be. 
Will I be handsome, will I be rich, I tell them tenderly. 
 
Qué Sera, Sera, whatever will be, will be. 
The future's not ours, to see. 
Qué Sera, Sera. What will be, will be. 

 
Do you recognize them? These are the words to the song 
made famous by Doris Day. They have always felt a little 
bit too fatalistic for me. It is true that our physical looks or 
wealth may or may not be in our hands. However, some 
things are in our own hands and the song makes no 
mention of those things. 
 
Throughout Jewish history, our people have given us 
examples of people who have made things happen for the 
best. There is the example of Noah preparing for the flood 
by building an ark. In addition, there were the Maccabees 
who stood up for the Jewish people to take back the 
Temple.  
 
Another example comes from the Megillah and the story of 
Purim. On February 28

th
 we will be celebrating the holiday 

of Purim and we will read from the Megillah. There is a 
scene in chapter 4 when Mordechai discovers that the king 
has signed a decree that all of the Jews are to be wiped 

out on a certain day in the month of Adar. Mordechai 
goes to the palace gates, wearing sackcloth and ashes, 
and he asks the guards to bring a message to Queen 
Esther, and to tell her that he must speak to her right 
away. 
 
When Esther comes out to him, her first reaction is one 
of embarrassment. She does not want to be identified 
with him now that she is a Queen. She sends for proper 
clothing for him to wear so that he will take off the 
sackcloth and the ashes, but Mordechai refuses to do 
so. 
 
Esther also knows that no one is permitted an audience 
with the King without be summoned by him. Anyone who 
attempts to do so, without the King’s permission, will be 
put to death. Esther has not been summoned to visit the 
king. Nevertheless, Mordechai is eventually successful 
in getting Esther to advocate for the Jewish people. She 
agrees to go before the king, but asks that the 
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community prays for her. Esther says, “v’ka-asher avadti, 
avadti – and if I perish, then I will perish.” 
 
What Esther is saying is that she is ready to take action. 
She will confront the king and do what she can do to 
persuade him to annul the decree of wiping out all of the 
Jews. And if she fails, she fails. But at least she will have 
given it her best shot and has done whatever she could to 
change the situation. 
 
In life we are often confronted with this challenge. If we 
choose “what will be, will be,” then we surrender 
responsibility for what happens. If we choose the way of 
Queen Esther, we will do whatever we can to change our 
circumstances. Living with the sentiment of the Doris Day 
song is tempting because it minimizes failure, by never 
trying. If you follow the advice of Esther, you may fail, but 
at least you will know that you have attempted the effort. 
 
There is a lot of noise during Purim. The congregation 
goes wild when they hear the name of you-know-who. But 
when we get to those 3 words of Esther, “v’ka-asher 
avadti, avadti, we should pay close attention. These are 
wise words to live by. Words that proclaim that I will do my 
best, and then, and only then, after I have offered my very 
best, will I say “what will be, will be.” 
 
 

 

 

From Carrie 
 
By Carrie Shames Walinsky 
Kol Emet Educational Director 
cwalinsky@kolemet.org  

 
I wanted to take this time to provide an update on what is 
happening in our schools. As you might know, this year we 
implemented several new programs in both schools. 
 
In the preschool, our theme has been an awareness and 
importance of the power of play. Instead of teacher-
directed learning, we are taking our cues from children and 
their interests. This is called Emergent Curriculum. When 
implementing Emergent Curriculum, documentation is the 
key. Teachers observe, take notes and pictures, and 
create portfolios for every child demonstrating their 
strengths and abilities. Kol Emet Preschool’s vision is to be 
an active and vibrant learning community teaching relevant 
and quality values, as well as Pennsylvania Early Learning 
Standards. This is why we were able to qualify for state 
grants to improve our facility and provide continued 
education for our staff. It has always been our mission to 
provide the safest, warmest, and supportive environment 
for children and their parents. Currently, open registration 
for the community has begun. In the past, most of our 
classes filled instantly. We will have space in our 2-year-
old classes (either M/W/F or T/Th) and our Kindergarten 
Enrichment class (M/W/F, 12pm-3pm, after their morning 

classes in public school). Please share this information 
with your friends and neighbors . . . you are our best 
advertisement. 
 
Now for a religious school update. With the addition of 
the Wednesday schedule, lots of quality learning has 
been created. The addition of Rosh Chodesh education 
has been fantastic; students are participating and being 
exposed to prayer service, spirituality, and connecting 
with G-d. The blending of Confirmation and 7

th
 grade has 

created a social experience for all grades. The school 
has a more even division and there is less crowding, as 
well as lots of learning. We have had terrific participation 
in our family education programs. Services have been 
superbly attended and Sunday programs have been 
busy and fun. 
 
In March, we have two fabulous Passover programs: on 
March 7

th
, we have a bus trip planned to visit Lakewood 

NJ. I promise that you will never look at matzah in the 
same way after you visit the Lakewood Matzah Factory. 
We will also go shopping at Judaica Plaza where you 
can find anything from Kosher for Passover lipstick to 
ten varieties of horseradish. The music, book, and 
Judaica selection is comparable to a shop in Israel. 
 
And speaking of Israel (and you know I always do), the 
response to our last 2 Israel planning meetings have 
been unbelievable. By the time you read this article, we 
will have registration in place. There will be only 40 
spaces on our trip, due to space restrictions on our bus. 
Kol Emet members will have the first opportunity to 
register. The Israel trip will last for 10 days. We plan to 
leave December 22

nd
 and return on January 2

nd
. Stay 

tuned for more exciting details as this will be a trip of a 
lifetime! 
 
As you know, it has been my personal mission to provide 
creative and enticing programs for our Kol Emet 
community. With the tremendous help of the Preschool 
and the Religious School PTOs, we are able to plan and 
share learning experiences. They have been a constant 
support and positive energy behind all of the amenities 
we provide for your children. Please be sure to 
reciprocate by participating in the Purim program and the 
Kol Emet Loves Disco programs. Both will be 
spectacular fundraisers as well as an opportunity to 
support your Kol Emet family. 
 

Announcements 
 
Lisa Shiller, Vice President  
Let’s take a trip down Memory Lane for a few moments. 
This trip is the one you are taking as a member of 
Congregation Kol Emet. Whether you’re a member of 25 
years or 5 years, it’s my belief we all share something in 
common on this journey. Take a moment to think why 
you joined Kol Emet. Perhaps it was the warm, intimate 
feeling you got when you sat in the sanctuary for the first 
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time. Maybe it was after you were guests at a Bar Mitzvah 
or baby naming. Maybe it was the preschool experience 
your son or daughter had here or the positive impression 
you got of our religious school and PTO. Maybe it was the 
way interfaith couples are welcomed in our 
Reconstructionist community or maybe it was the location 
and friends!  
 
Despite difficult financial times here at Kol Emet and 
across our nation, our community is as strong as ever and 
rich in heart and soul. Do you like to help others? Make 
meals? Donate food, clothes, and holiday gifts? We have 
all that through social action. Do you want your kids 
involved with other Jewish youth? We have the youth 
group. Are you into building things and hanging out with 
the guys? We have the Men’s Club! Maybe a mid-week 
morning service is what you need. We have a Thursday 
morning minyan. Have you tried a Sisterhood event? I 
have and they’re fun! Perhaps you would like to learn more 
about Judaism, become an adult B’nai Mitzvah, or 
volunteer your time on a committee. We have all of that! 
Do you have young children? Try one of our amazing Tot 
Shabbats. Maybe you like an earlier Shabbat service – 
come to Simcha Hour on the first Friday. The list can go on 
and on!  
 
With Rabbi Cove, Rabbi Schein, Carrie, Bob and all our 
dedicated staff, teachers, and volunteers, we offer a wide 
variety of experiences and opportunities at Kol Emet.  
 
I am writing to tell you, with all my heart, that Kol Emet is a 
vibrant, strong, exciting community. Economic hardship 
does not mean a break in our spirit, our commitment to 
Judaism, or our will to survive.  
So I invite you to get involved. Be adventurous and 
participate in something new or help out in an area that 
interests you. From our very young to our “not as young” 
members, it is together we build and preserve our 
community. The Board of Directors recently shared with 
you our plan for the future. It’s a good, strong, sensible 
one. We will need your help, but I promise you, it will be 
worth it.  
 
In the words of Helen Keller: Keep your face to the 
sunshine and you cannot see the shadow. 
 
 
 
 

Religious School PTO 
Attention Aleph Class Parents - Aleph Consecration is 
Friday, May 14th. This special evening requires an 
organized committee.  If you are interested in helping to 
plan this memorable night, please contact  
Randi Davis at davis193@comcast.net. 
 
Purim is Coming!   The Jar Booth is Back!  
Start saving and filling jars for the Purim Carnival.  You 
can decorate the outside of your jar too! Fill the jars with 
(new) items, crayons, markers, hairbands, scrunchies, 
toys, candy, etc.   Drop your jars off at the office or with 
Carrie by February 25th.  Monetary donations for the 
PTO to create jars is also appreciated. Checks should 
be made payable to the KE Religious School PTO. 
 
Sisterhood  
The annual Girls Night Out sponsored by the Sisterhood 
is scheduled for Thursday night, March 11 at 7:15 pm at 
The Brothers Moon restaurant in Hopewell, NJ. There 
will be amazing food, wine, a 50/50 raffle, and a great 
time. We guarantee it! Look for our emailed invitation but 
in the meantime, if you have any questions please 
contact Dayna Henry at squiretedayna@aol.com.  
  
The Sisterhood is also teaming up with Men's Club for 
Casino Night at Kol Emet! Please set aside April 17 for 
lots of gambling, food, drinks, great prizes and a silent 
auction. This is a fundraiser! Invitations and donation 
letters will arrive shortly but if you'd like to be part of the 
planning please contact the co-chairs, Shelley Miller at 
sjmiller@sjmillergroup.com and Mark Henry at 
squirehenry@aol.com. 
 
Dear Kol Emet Social Action Committee, 
On behalf of Easter Seals and the families we serve, we 
would like to extend our most sincere thank you for your 
support this holiday season. Your help truly made a 
difference in the lives of these children and their families 
and we could not have done it without your continued 
support.  Thank you again for your continued support of 
Easter Seals families and all families in need.  
 
Sincerely, 
Shannon Kiry and Rebecca Erb  
 
 
 
 



4  The Voice of Kol Emet 

B’NAI MITZVOT 
 

 
Ben Gabinet March 27, 2010 AM 

 

Son of Christina Paxson & Ari Gabinet Parsha: Tsav            

Ben performed a piano recital for the  

residents at Chandler Hall. 
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DONATION LIST 
 
In Memory of      Fund     Donor     
Fay Maisels     Caring Committee   Phyllis Carson 
Beloved mother of Amy Langrock  Preschool    Eric & Elyse Rosen 
Beloved mother of Karen Katz   Building     Florence & Manny Marks 
Joseph Litz     Rabbi’s Discretionary   Jack & Dot Litz 
Marvin Litz     Assoc. Rabbi’s Discretionary  Jack & Dot Litz 
Margit Seidel     Caring Committee   Lisa & Ethan Shiller 
Gene Gordon     Prayer Book    Jill & David Gordon 
Sophie Shipon     Rabbi’s Discretionary   Alvin & Helene Shipon and Family 

Robert Magalnick    Rabbi’s Discretionary   Alvin & Helene Shipon and Family 

Gertrude Sandler    Rabbi’s Discretionary   Dayna Henry 
Walter Henry     Rabbi’s Discretionary   Mark Henry 
Jack Sofer     Assoc. Rabbi’s Discretionary  The O’Rourke Family 
Maurice Cohen     Social Action    Allan M. Cohen 
Rae Edelstein     Caring Committee   Mitchell Cove 
Louis Cove     Caring Committee   Mitchell Cove 
Shirley Sayare     Charles Fisher Memorial  Herbert & Thelma Sayare 
Norman Slott     Charles Fisher Memorial  Herbert & Thelma Sayare 
Reba Porter Ellis    Rabbi’s Discretionary   Bonnie Jacobs 
Charles Brezel     Library     Sue Ann & Bob Marburg 
Hattie Brezel     Library     Sue Ann & Bob Marburg 
Rosalie Marburg    Library     Sue Ann & Bob Marburg 
 
In Honor of      Fund     Donor      
Judi Pogachefsky    Building     Florence & Manny Marks 
Rabbi Cove     Rabbi’s Discretionary    James & JoAnn Sachs 
Rabbi Cove     Rabbi’s Discretionary    Jennifer Healy 
Bat Mitzvah of Lauren Healy   Mitzvah     The Neil Family 
Bat Mitzvah of Carly Harris   Prayer Book    Susan and Ira Melamed 
Bat Mitzvah of Jessie Forest   Building     Stan & Melody Katz 
Bat Mitzvah of Sami Seidman   Building     Stan & Melody Katz 
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KOL EMET DONATION COUPON 

Donor Name 
 

Address 
 

City, State, Zip 
 

 
Recipient 

 

Address 
 

City, State, Zip 
 

  

Enclosed is my gift of: Please use my gift for: 

 
$18 

 
Building Fund 

 
$25 (for Prayerbook) 

 
Charles A. Fisher Memorial Sanctuary Fund 

 
$36 

 
Library Fund 

 
$180 

 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

 
$360 

 
Mitzvah Fund 

 
Other – Please specify 

 
Bruce Levitt (Playground) Memorial Fund 

   
Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

   
Oneg (specify date) 

   
Outdoor Sanctuary Fund 

    

 
This gift is in honor of:  

 

 
This gift is in memory of: 

 

 

Send to:  Congregation Kol Emet •1360 Oxford Valley Road•Yardley, PA 19067 

 

 
Staying Informed at Kol Emet 
There are many ways we try to keep you informed: 
 

• The Voice:  This Newsletter (http://www.kolemet.org/documents/nov_09_Voice.pdf)  and past issues 
(http://www.kolemet.org/monthly.asp). 

• http://www.kolemet.org/: Our place on the web. Includes the calendar (http://www.kolemet.org/calendar.asp). 

• The Whisper: Weekly Email of upcoming events at Kol Emet and in the Jewish community. 
(http://www.kolemet.org/weekly.asp) 

• Religious school: Materials sent home with your children every week.  

• Shouts: Emails sent to alert you to imminent events and meetings. 

• Congregational Meetings:  Meet at Kol Emet to both listen to and be heard by your Board 

Make sure all the adults in your family get The Weekly Whisper e-mail. 
If your family has more than one e-mail address, please feel free to sign-up your multiple addresses. To get The Whisper, 
send an e-mail to mailto:office@kolemet.org. 
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Mazel Tov to All of Kol Emet’s April 
Wedding Anniversaries and Birthdays 

 
Anniversaries       Birthdays     

         
Day Couple Yrs  Day Name  Day Name 

1 Bradley & Lyra Stein 9  1 Gregory Frank  18 Joshua Kaner 
5 Jeff & Sharon Duncan 18  1 Lauren Katz  18 Chase Mako 
5 Bob & Michelle Smilk 29  1 Mirria Kitei  19 Robert Brackup 
5 Hal & Robin Terr 18  1 Sherri Leon  19 Noah Epstein 
5 Norman & Janet Weistuch 20  1 Ethan Stein  19 Nicole Shander 

11 Christopher & Jessica Schondel 11  2 Eli Kirsh  19 Janet Weistuch 
15 Jeff & Ronda Schwartz 26  2 Sam Share-Raab  20 Trevor Ackerman 
16 Lee & Stacy Kirsh 10  2 Nathan Siegel  20 Neil Baumgarten 
18 John & Marla Gaynor 11  3 David Teitelman  20 Laura Glatzer 
25 Mark & Nancy Edelman 18  4 Geoffrey Gilmore  21 Heather Fink 
25 Darryl & Linda Garman 18  4 Eric Shipon  21 Nicholas Gabinet 
28 Glen & Randi Weisman 20  5 Troy Brown  21 Jay Nusblatt 
29 David & Susan Steiner 10  5 Chloe Epstein  21 Roy Rosenberg 

    6 Julie Press  22 Alan Brackup 
    6 Cory Shefsky  22 Hilary Levy 
    6 Drew Shefsky  22 Abby Weber 
    6 Zach Shefsky  23 Harvey Fried 
    7 Russell Freid  24 Susan Melamed 
    7 Jeremy Lee  24 Leah Sirkis 
    7 Jake Singer  25 Debra Fogel 
    8 Tyler Thomas  25 Cassidy Hanck 
    9 Lauren Malakoff  25 Sue Ann Marburg 
    9 Sean O'Rourke  26 Matthew McCormick 
    10 Danielle Geller  26 Lily Thomas 
    10 Daniel Hayes  27 Scott Becker 
    11 Suwannee Becker  27 Zachary Schram 
    11 John Deodati  27 Mary Waldman 
    11 Rachel Katz  27 Carly Weiss 
    12 Amy Boguslavsky  28 Ian Fitzsimmons 
    12 Scott Frantz  28 Howard Greenberg 
    12 Arden Shiller  28 Casey Simon 
    12 Garrett Weisman  29 Lisa Horvitz 
    12 Jill Weiss  29 Marci Rose 
    13 Michael Epstein  29 Ian Steiner 
    13 Carlie Horvitz  29 Bradley Sutker 
    13 Josh Pedrow  29 Stephen Thomas 
    14 Joan Amatniek    
    14 Barbara Cohen    
    14 David Harris    
    15 Robert Frey    
    15 Brooke Goldberg    
    16 Howard Goldhammer    
    16 Eric Rosen    
    16 Josh Wortzel    
    17 Julia Finkle    
    17 Michael Pedretti    
    17 Steven Ritzau    
    17 Michele Sternberg    
    18 Jason Friedman    
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Kol Emet Business Directory 
Advertisements from members of the Kol Emet community  
 

Leshner Insurance Services 
Auto * Home * Business * Life * Health 
Independent Insurance Agent representing over 1000 
Leading National and Regional Carriers 
 
Owen Leshner 
PO Box 8 
Newtown, PA  18940 
Telephone: 610-299-7636 
Email: oleshner@gmail.com 
 
Call or e-mail for a no obligation quote 
When was the last time you reviewed your insurance 
solutions? 
I can save you $$$$$$$$$$ 

Owen Leshner 
 

 
Special Occasion Custom Jewelry Designs 
Robin Frank Originals 
Repairs – Casual – Formal – Bridal 
215-321-9338 
Robinf728@verizon.net 
 

Robin Frank 
 
 

Zephyr Gallery of Contemporary American Craft 
Jewelry-Art Glass-Wine Accessories-Home Décor 
The Largest Selection of Judaica in Bucks County 
 
Come to Zephyr Gallery of Contemporary American 
Craft - for all your Judaica needs! In Newtown (New and 
improved! Come see!) or at the shore. Shop the Trop! 
Zephyr has the best selection of the most unusual gifts… 
birthdays, weddings, b'nai mitzvot… or treat yourself! 
Jewelry by Ayala Bar, Michal Golan, Sherry Tinsman, 
Holly Yashi; Judaica by Gary Rosenthal, Seeka, Michal 
Golan, Beames, and Infinity Art. Great wall art, the 
coolest clocks, wine accessories, and more. Works by 
many local artists! 
 
Mention that you are a Kol Emet member and receive 
10% off of your purchase.   
 
243 N. Sycamore St     The Quarter @ Tropicana Casino 
Newtown, PA  18940    Atlantic City, NJ  08406 
215-579-3337 609-340-0170 
 
http://www.zephyrgallery.com 
 

Melissa Paterson 
 

 
TUTORING AND COLLEGE COACHING 
JoAnn Sachs, M.S Ed – Educational Consultant 

215-493-5709 

jasachseas@aol.com 
 

Need to boost your SAT, ACT, SSAT scores? 
Are you overwhelmed with the College Application 
process? 
Need help studying “smart” for exams? 
 
I can help! 
One – on – one tutoring 
Complete explanation of the college search process 
College essay help 
 
Experienced teacher * Satisfied clients * 
Reasonable rates 

JoAnn Sachs 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Blacker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

     Risha Neil 
 

Send information to the Kol Emet Office 
(office@kolemet.org) by the 1

st
 of the month for a listing 

in the next issue. 

 

Say No to Clutter, LLC 
 

Feeling overwhelmed by clutter? 

Can't find your favorite sweater? 

Paying too many late fees, can't find your bills? 

 

Call Say No to Clutter Today! 

 

Risha Neil, Professional Residential Organizer 

risha@saynotoclutter.com 

215-668-7992 

 

Senior Care Planning Services, a Geriatric Care 
Management service, operated by Bill Blacker  

provides assistance including a comprehensive 
assessment and care plan for senior adults and 
their families who are seeking help with long term 
care planning. The Service can be reached at:       
215-901-6244 / 215-321-3312 
 
 email: wblacker@seniorcareplanningservices.net 
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Attention Kol Emet Business Owners 
Advertise in this Newsletter 
In the spirit of building community, The Voice includes 
text advertisements from Kol Emet congregants who 
have businesses offering products and services. Text 
ads only, no business cards or graphics. In addition to 
your text, we will list your name (if not included in your 
copy) so the reader knows which Kol Emet congregant is 
involved in the business. 
 

Your listing will include: 

Name of Company 
Address (if business has a storefront location) 
Contact (Phone, Email, and/or Web Address) 
50 word description 

 
Cost is $10/issue. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CONGREGATION KOL EMET  
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Rabbi Rabbi Howard Cove (rabbicove@kolemet.org) 215-493-8522 ext. 101 

Associate Rabbi Rabbi Susan Schein (rabbischein@kolemet.org) 215-493-8522 ext. 112 

Executive Director Bob Frey (bfrey@kolemet.org) 215-493-8522 ext. 113 

Educational Director Carrie Walinsky (cwalinsky@kolemet.org) 215-493-8522 ext. 103 

Assistant Preschool Director Susan Kaplan (skaplan@kolemet.org) 215-493-8522 ext. 103 

Office Administrator Judi Pogachefsky (office@kolemet.org) 215-493-8522 ext. 100 

President Lisa O’Rourke (president@kolemet.org) 215-295-9212 

Vice President Lisa Shiller (elizshiller@yahoo.com) 215-493-0708 

Vice President Chuck Weiner (charles@charlesweinerlaw.com) 215-932-0424 

Secretary Melody Katz (mhekatz@verizon.net) 215-752-7705 

Treasurer Neil Baumgarten (nbaumgarten@vseinc.com) 215-321-3447 

Past President Alan Kotzen (doctorak47@aol.com) 215-357-6994 

Religious Education Jill Gordon (yardley4@comcast.net) 215-295-8838 

Adult Education Pete Forest (phforest2003@aol.com) 215-321-7719 

Early Education Dina Bortnichak (dina@bortnichak.com) 215-295-1646 

Communications Brad Pedrow (bpedrow@gmail.com) 215-595-7121 

Finance Andrew Finkle (andrew.finkle@gt.com) 215-656-8350 

Community Relations Owen Leshner (oleshner@gmail.com) 610-299-7636 

House David Shoneman (david.shoneman@thomson.net) 215-321-2381 

Long Range Planning Burt Sutker (bjsutker@aol.com) 609-730-0837 

Membership Jacki Folkman (jackifolkman@aol.com)  215-860-3678 

Preschool PTO Risha Neil (rishaneil@aol.com) 215-428-1884 

Religious School Co-President Meryl Shoneman (shonemanfamily@comcast.net) 215-321-2381 

Religious School Co-President Randi Davis (davis193@comcast.net) 267-392-5265 

Ritual Robert Moses (natanbenmoshe@verizon.net)  215-321-9927 

Social Action Wendy Jacobson-Simon (wellwatched@verizon.net) 215-321-1465 

Sisterhood Ellie Fisher (fishned333@aol.com) 215-702-8025 

Men’s Club Mark Henry (squirehenry@aol.com) 215-493-0627 

Youth Programming Heidi Bush (heitobush@verizon.net) 215-493-4080 

Hilltoppers Judy Kaufman (hjkman@comcast.net) 215-579-5950 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


